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Dunas eAauver Aoimnos ey Digros Worse 
Sopu. 


Jo Mr. TOWN. 


Batfon’s Coffee-Houfe, Feb. 26, 1754. 
Must beg leave to trouble you on a moft 
f ferious and melancholy fubject; a fubject 

& which I fear will be attended with the moft 
dreadful confequences to the whole nation. 
Notwithftanding the laft mail brought the 
College pofitive affurances from the French King’s phy- 
ficians, that the late PLaGueE at Rouen was entirely ceafed, I 
have the ftrongeft reafons to apprehend that the contagion 
is already f{pread to this city. My own practice daily fur- 
nifhes me with lamentable inftances, that manifeftly indicate 
a peftilential diforder in the blood and humours. 





I was firft induced to fufpect that fome Epidemical 


_ Diftemper was taking root among us, from my being called 
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in toa noble patient, who (as the public prints have in- 
form’d you) has lately been afflitted with a violent boil 
on his back. From this patient there have iffued continu- 
ally great quantities of corruption of a yellow hue. His 
complaint feems to be in fome fort conftitutional, as it com- 
monly breaks out with extraordinary virulence every feven 
year ; and as this is the crifis, we cannot pronounce our 
noble patient out of danger, ’till he has got over the enfuing 
fpring. It is moreover to be feared, that the contagion has 
likewife reached Ireland; where we hear that the beft phy- 
ficians are ufing the moft forcing medicines, and are of 
opinion that nothing can relieve the unhappy people, ’till 
they have voided a Stone. A great man there labours alfo 
under the abovementioned complaint of having a violent 
Boye on bis back. 


I sH ALL now proceed to give you the hiftory of fome 
other cafes, which have fallen under my notice, and are to 
me an indifputable proof that the Pracug has got footing 
among us. It’s malignancy fhews itfelf particularly about 
the Court; and we are aflured that fome parts of the Country 
are alfo tainted with it. I have had the honour to attend 
feveral Members of Parliament, whofe cafes are very def- 
perate. Some I found in a declining way, given over by 
all their friends ; others are fo weak, that they can’t ftand 
alone; and many are fo reftlefs, that they are continually 
turning from fide to fide. As I found they had great need of 
fupport, I have advifed them to drink plentifully of ftrong 
liquors, and guard againft the ill confequences of a Return. 


I visirep the other day a young gentleman, who has 
lately been promoted to a command in the fquadron defigned 
for the Eaf Indies. I found him in a moft langyifhing con- 
dition, his fpirits were quite deprefs’d, he had a violent 
palpitation of the heart, and the whole nervous fyftem 
was relax’d. I would have prefcribed the well-known 
diet-drink brought into practice by the late Bifhop of 
Cloyne; but he told me every thing went againft his 
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ftomach that favoured of Tar. However, I at length pre- 
vailed on him to fubmit to a long courfe of Sea Water. I 
have obferv'd the fame prognoftics in fome of our land 
oflicers; to whom I have recommended the frequent ufe 
of Exercife, together with a courfe of Steel, and a Powder 
compofed of Nitre and Brimftone. 


A FRIEND of mine, one of the common-council men 
of this city, is infected to a ftrong degree with the prefent 
peftilence. His chief complaint is a canine appetite, and 
his wife affures me fhe has often felt the wolf in his belly. 
The caufe of this diftemper is originally in the palate, and 
difcovers itfelf by a watering of the mouth from the falival 
glands, and a grinding of the teeth as in the action of 
maftication. This diforder being very common in the city, 
and likely to fpread among the Livery, I have direéted him 
to perform Quarentine by abftaining from flefh during the 
prefent Lent. 


I know another, a very worthy alderman, who now lies 
in a moft deplorable condition. He is {welled to a moft 
enormous fize; his whole face, and particularly his nofe, is 
crufted over with fiery puftules of the confluent kind. He 
is afflicted with an infatiable thirft, and is very fubject to 
epileptic fits. I was fent for laft night, when one of thefe 
fits was very ftrong upon him. He lay, to all appearance, 
dead on the floor, wallowing in the midft of a fetid mafs, 
partly folid, partly fluid, which had iffued from his mouth 
and noftrils with repeated eructations. 1 would immediately 
have adminiftred to him a proper dofe of aq. font. tepefac?. 
but on offering him the draught he fhew’d the ftrongeft 
fymptoms of a confirmed Hydrophobic. 


I wenr out of charity to fee a poor tragic author (no 
reflection upon any of the profefiion, Mr. Town) who has 
been obliged to keep his room all the winter, and is dying 
by inches of an inveterate Atrophy. By his extravagant ra- 
vings, fudden ftarts, incoherent expreflions, and paflionate 
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exclamations, I judged his diforder to be feated in the brain, 
and therefore direéted his head to be blifter’d all over. I 
cured another, a comic author, of a lethargy, by making a 
revulfion of the bad humour from the part affected with 
ftimulating cathartics. A fhort fquabby gentleman of a grofs 
and corpulent make was feiz’d with a kind of St. Vitus’s 
Dance, as he was pra¢tifing Harlequin for the mafquerade : 
his whole body was convulfed with the moft violent writh- 
ings, and irregular twitches ; but I prefently removed his 
complaint by bleeding him in the foot. 


Tue Pracue, as I obferved before, puts on different 
appearances in different fubjects. A perfon of quality, one 
of the club at White’s, was feiz’d with the epidemical 
phrenzy raging there, which propagates itfelf by certain 
black and red fpots. He had fuffered fo much lofs by con- 
tinual evacuations, that his whole fubftance was watted ; 
and when I faw him he was fo reduc’d, that there were no 
hopes of a recovery. Another nobleman caught the infec- 
tion at Newmarket, which brought upon him fuch a running, 
that he is now in the laft ftage of a galloping confumption. A 
reverend divine, lately made a dignitary of the church, has 
unhappily loft his memory, and is fo blind withal, that he 
hardly knows any of his old acquaintance: the mufcles of 
his face are all contraéted into an auftere frown, his knees 
are {tiff and inflexible, and he is unable, poor gentleman! 
to bend his body, or move his hand to his head. I have 
obferv’d others feiz’d at times with a ftrange kind of deaf- 
nefs; and at certain intervals I have found them fo prodigioufly 
hard of hearing, that tho’ a tradefman has bawled ever fo 
loudly in their ears, it has had no effect upon them. 


By what means this PLacue has been introduc’d among 
us, cannot eafily be afcertained ;—whether it was imported in 
the fame band-box with the laft new head, or was fecretly 
convey’d in the plaits of an embroider’d fuit:—but that it 
came over hither from France, plainly appears from the 


manner in which it affects our people of fafhion, (efpecially 
tle 
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the ladies) who bear about them the moft evident marks 
of the French Difeafe. This is known to affect the whole 
habit of body, and extends it’s influence from head to 
foot. But it’s flrongeft attacks are levell’d at the face; and 
it has fuch an effect upon the complexion, that it entirely 
changes the natural colour of the fkin, At Paris the face 
of every lady you meet is befinear’d with unguent, cerufs, 
and plaifter; and I have lately remarked with infinite con- 
cern the native charms of my pretty countrywomen de- 
ftroyed by the fame caufe. In this cafe ] have always pro- 
pofed calling in the affiftance of a furgeon to pare off this un- 
natural Epidermis or Scarf-fkin, occafion’d by the ignorance 
of Empirics in the immoderate application of Alteratives. 


From what I have been able to collect from obfervations on 
my female patients, I have found little variation in the ef- 
fects of the Pracue on that fex. Moft of them complain 
of a laffitude, a liftlefsnefs, an uneafinefs, pains they don’t 
know where, vapours, hyfterics, want of reft, want of {pi- 
rits, and lofs of appetite: confequently the fame regimen 
may ferve for all. Iadvife them to ufe a great deal of 
exercife in driving about the town, to dilute properly with 
tea, to perfpire freely at public places, and in their feafons 
to go to Bath, Tunbridge, Cheltenham, ot Scarborough. 


I was indeed furpriz’d with an extraordinary new cafe 
the other night, when I was called out of bed to attend a 
Maid of Honour, who. is frequently afflicted with fits of 
the mother. Her abdomen I found, upon examination, to 
be preternaturally diftended: the tumour has been gradually 
increafing; but I would not attempt to difcufs it, as it was 
not yet arrived at maturity. Iintend foon to’remove her 
into the country fora month, in order to deliver her from 
the complaint the labours under. 


I nAve been induced, fir, to write to you on this oc- 
cafion, as you are_pleas’d to take this city under your im- . 
mediate care. So alarming an evil calls upon us all to 
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oppofe it’s progrefs ; for my own part, nothing fhall deter 
me from a diligent difcharge of the duty of my profeffion, 
tho’ it has already expofed me to the greateft dangers in the 
execution of it. An old captain of a man of war, who is 
grievoufly troubled with the cholera morbus, and overflowing 
of the gall, on my only hinting a Clyfter {wore vehemently 
that I fhould take one myfelf, and applying his foot di- 
rectly to my fundament, kick’d me down ftairs. This very 
morning I efcaped almoft by miracle from the contagion, 
which raged in the moft violent degree through a whole 
family. The mafter and miftrefs are both of them ina 
very high fever, and quite frantic and delirious: their tongues 
were prodigioufly inflamed, the tip very fharp, and perpe- 
tually vibrating without the leaft intermiffion. I would have 
prefcribed fome cooling and lenitive medicines, but the huf- 
band in the height of his frenzy flung my wig into the fire, 
and his wife fluiced me with extravafated urine. As I retired 
with precipitation, I heard the fame wild ravings from the 
nurfery, the kitchen, and every other quarter, which convin- 
ced me that the peftilence had feiz’d the whole houfe. I ran 
out of doors as faft as poffible, reflecting with Terence, 


1.1.40 om Ipfa fi cupiat Salus, 


Servare prorsis non pote banc familiam. 


Upon the whole, I may conclude with the Aphorifm of 
Hippocrates; that ** no people can poffibly be afflicted with 
‘« fo many and fo terrible diforders, unlefs the PLAGUE 
*« is among them.” I am, fir, yours, &c. 


B, G. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


Chis Dap is jpublih’s, 
(Very proper to be read by all who have feen, or intend to fee the new Play) 


THE STORY on which the new Tragedy is founded: Being a De- 

fcription of the Istanp of V]RGINIA, with an Account of it’s 

principal Rivers, Lakes, &c. and of the Manners and Cuftoms of the People. 
London: Printed for 7. Catchpenny. 
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Printed for R. BALDWIN, at the Rof in Pater-nofter Row; where 
Letters to the CONNOISSEUR are received. 
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